DEATH OF GUS PHILLIPS,

.

““ 0OFTY GOOFT!” JOKED EVEN WHEN
DYING—HIS INTERESTING CAREER.

Gus Phillips, better known as ¢ Oofty Gooft,'"
the Dutol comedaian, who died on Friday at the
Americus Hotel, as the corner of Fouarth Ave-
nue and Thirteenth Street, after an illness of
ton 0r twelve months, was probably the best
Xnown comedian in his line on the stage. His
work on the stage brought him into notice. and
his writings also made him even more widely
Enown.

Phillips know fhat he was dying, and yet ho
kept up a brave Iront, and even joked and
laughed about it. Only the day before his
death J. J. Armstrong called on him and asked,
‘*Well, how are you to-day, Gus?”

Phillips smiled and tried to speak, butior a

momeont he could not get his breath. When he
did he whispered, without a trace of emotion,
«» Thig is tho finish, you know, Jim: 1’ll soon be
called in.”

ruillips was a New-Yorker by birth, haviog
been born in the Beventeenth Ward in 1538.
He attonded Publio School No. 14, and when ho
ieft school becanmie an actor. At the ouibreakk
of the war ho joined the Fifth New-York Volun-
teers, and afterward the Duryea Zouaves, with
whoin he fought for three years. Alter the war
he became o newspaper wman, and was on the
Albany »tur ror soine time. He was also a
mewmber of the Atnericus Club, which was fa-
mous in Tweed’s time.

The newspaper work that brought Phillips
into notice was a column that appeared weekily
in the New-York <Clipper on the front page
called, ** Walking Down Broadway.”” Tlis col-
umn was written in the Dutch dialect that inade
Phillips famous.

Some time arterward Phillips brougzht out a |
play of his own called atter his nom de plume,

“ Qofty Gooft,” at the Grand Opera House. Al-
though the play' was Lol a success Phillips’s
dialest made a hit and the nawo of * Qocoity
Gooft’” stuck to him, After the rfaiiure of his
play he opened a saloon in Twenty-eighth
Btreet, near Broadway, but he gave it up, as 1%
did not pay.

In January. 1879, Phillips quarrelsd with
Mary D. Hooper, who was living with bim, and
the woman shot him. It xvas said that he could
nov live and his obituary was printed in ihe
newspapers. After his recovery he married
the svoman who shot i and tuey sppeared in
the play, ** Under the Gaslight.”

His wife sued him tor divorce, which was
grantad. BShe died after the divorce and Phil
lips 1married agaio. His second wife had not
been living with him, but during his illness sho
pursed him and was with hiimn whoen he died,
During his last iliness, while at the 5t. Vincent’s
Hospital, he was received intn the Catholio
Church by the Rev. l'atbher Morris of St
Joseph’s Churoh, and several days before his
death he was anointed.

{n his day Phillips was what tho theatrioal
men call a **high rolter.”” At onc timo he was
worth about $60,000 to $75,000, but he spont it
ull either in fast living or in speoulation in
theatrical ventures. He was a meimnber of the
New-York L.odge of Elks, and the last time he
was out, whioch was Jan. 1, he was at the open-
ing of the new lodge of thes Iil1is at the corner
of Twenty-seventh Street und Broadway. He
will be buried to-day by tho Eiks [rowm the
lodgo rooins.
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