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Project News 

 
It’s February!  Happy Groundhog Day, Valentine’s Day, Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday, 
Lincoln’s birthday and Washington’s birthday! 
 
At the end of each quarter throughout the year, a man named Bill Davenport visits Family Tree 
DNA's Projects page and copies into a spreadsheet all the names of the surname projects along 
with the number of participants.  He then sorts them in order from the largest to the smallest.  
The other testing companies don't supply participant numbers, but a few administrators supply 
him with their figures, and they are included in this listing.  The total number of surname 
projects at FTDNA has grown from 963 in 2004 to 5,056 at the end of 2010.  
 
Bill maintains a website at World Families called Surname Projects – Top 50.  Here is a link to 
his website: http://www.worldfamilies.net/surnames/top50/list. There is a chart on the 
summary page that shows the totals from FTDNA projects and how they have grown since the 
previous quarter.  Since individuals are allowed to participate in more than one project, there 
may be some duplication.  There are also several projects in this total that are not technically 
surname projects.  However, they are listed at FTDNA as surname projects, so Bill doesn’t try 
to make any distinction between them. 
 
As of 31 December, 2010, our Phillips DNA Project had moved from 12th place up to 11th place 
with 502 members.  We are now a member of the prestigious 500 member club!  Considering 
the fact that Phillips is only the 49th most populous surname, we are out-performing ourselves!  
Here is a list of the largest 25 surname projects at FTDNA: 
 

Rank # in Project Surname 

   1 1221  Clan Fraser 

2 1053  Clan Donald USA (MacDonald) 

3 833  Johnson 

4 814  Williams 

5 736  Brown-Browne-Braun 

6 711  Southern California 

7 674  Walker 

http://www.worldfamilies.net/surnames/top50/list
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Rank(con’t) # in Project(con’t) Surname(con’t) 

   8 665  Donnachaidh 

9 590  Rose 

10 534  MacLaren 

11 502  Phillips 

12 499  Wells 

13 477  Baker 

14 470  Wilson 

15 468  Davis/Davies/David 

16 443  Harris 

17 436  Hill 

18 436  Smith-Northeastern 

19 425  Lewis-2 

20 421  Miller 

21 418  Stewart 

22 417  Graves 

23 405  Anderson/Andersen 

24 405  Taylor 

25 402  Moore-Worldwide 

   

Featured Story 

 
Frank F. and L.E. Phillips of Phillips Oil Company  

 

  
 

Frank Faucett Phillips (1873-1950) 
 

 
Lee Eldas Phillips (1876-1944) 

 
 
Phillips Oil Company was founded in 1917 by Frank Faucett and Lee Eldas Phillips, the sons of 
Lewis Franklin Phillips and his wife, Lucinda Josephine “Josie” Faucett.  Frank was born on 28 
November 1873 in Scotia, Greeley County, Nebraska and Lee Eldas (always known as L.E.) was 
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born three years later on 18 August 1876 near Conway, Iowa.  The family was driven out of 
Nebraska by devastating hordes of grasshoppers when Frank was one year old. 
 
Typical for their times, Lewis and Josie eventually became the parents of ten children: Etta, 
Mary, Frank, L.E., Ed, Waite and Wiate (twins), Nellie, Fred and Lura.  Lewis was the son of 
Daniel and Marilla Standish Phillips.  Daniel was born 10 July 1811 in Tioga County, 
Pennsylvania and Marilla was reportedly a descendant of Miles Standish.  Daniel was the son of 
Spencer and Susanna Stiles Phillips.  Spencer was born about 1790 in Pennsylvania.    
 
At age 14, the entrepreneurial young Frank Phillips persuaded a barber in nearby Creston, 
Iowa, to take him on as an apprentice.  Frank was attracted by the flashy striped pants worn 
by barbers in those days.  Within 10 years, Frank owned all three barber shops in Creston and 
later in life he boasted that he had been the best damned barber in all of Iowa. 
 
One of his barber shops was in the basement of a bank in Creston owned by John Gibson, who 
considered Frank a promising up-and-coming business man.  On 18 February, 1897, Frank 
married John Gibson’s daughter, Jane, and Gibson invited Frank to join him in the bond 
business.  Phillips began selling bonds in New England and Chicago. 
 
During a stop in St. Louis while en route back to Creston from Chicago in 1903, Frank 
encountered an old friend from Iowa, who was serving as a Methodist missionary to the Osage 
Indians in Indian Territory.  His friend told him about an oil boom that was getting under way in 
an area now known as Osage County, Oklahoma, just west of Bartlesville.  Later that year, 
after Phillips and Gibson made two trips to Bartlesville, Frank and his younger brother L.E. 
organized the Anchor Oil & Gas Company with Gibson's assistance. 
 
The Phillips opened an office in Bartlesville in 1905, secured a rig and drilled their first wildcat 
well, the Holland No. 1, where they struck oil on 23 June, 1905.  The brothers' second and 
third wells were dry holes, and they barely had enough money left to drill a fourth well, the 
Anna Anderson, which was drilled on land leased from an eight-year-old Delaware Indian girl.  
The Anna Anderson proved to be a gusher, and the successful well enabled the brothers to 
raise $100,000 through the sale of stock.  The Anna Anderson was the first of 81 consecutive 
producing wells drilled by the Phillips brothers. 
 
In late 1905, Frank and L.E. also formed a bank, Citizens Bank and Trust, in Bartlesville with 
$50,000 capital.  They acquired a rival bank, the Bartlesville National Bank, consolidating the 
banks under the latter name.  The bank later became the First National Bank of Bartlesville.  
By 1915, Frank and L.E., who were then in business with their younger brother Waite, decided 
banking was more lucrative than the petroleum business and sold most of their oil holdings.  
When World War I sent oil prices soaring from 40 cents a barrel to over $1 a barrel, they 
reversed their decision.  "Hell," said Frank with prescient hindsight, "we’re not bankers; we’re 
oil men!"   
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Waite went his own successful way after a falling out with older brother Frank.  Frank and L.E. 
created the Lewcinda Oil Company, named for their parents, and then in 1917 decided to 
consolidate their holdings into a single company called Phillips Petroleum Company, which was 
incorporated on 13 June 1917 under Delaware law.  The new company had assets of $3 million, 
27 employees and operations in Oklahoma and Kansas.  
 
A decade after they founded Phillips Petroleum, the company was a $143 million dollar 
venture, producing 23 million barrels of oil a year and branching out into refineries and new 
products.  In 1927 came the first of 1,700 filling stations across the country, all designed like 
small cottages so they would blend into residential neighborhoods.  Because their first gasoline 
station in Wichita, Kansas, was located near the new U.S. Highway 66, the company used “66” 
in its name.  In 1930, Phillips began using the U.S. Highway shield as its logo, making the brand 
easily recognizable across the nation. 
 
The Phillips brothers worked well together as business partners.  Frank’s business acumen 
complemented L.E.’s organizational skills.  Frank, as president of Phillips Petroleum, was 
outgoing and assured while L.E. was shy and reserved.  Frank traveled extensively and had 
primary residences in Bartlesville and in New York City, where he leased the entire top floor of 
the Ambassador Hotel.  He also owned a 17,000 acre ranch near Bartlesville. 
 
L.E. retired from the company in 1934 and died at Bartlesville in April 1944 at age 67, a year 
after suffering a stroke.  "Uncle Frank," as he was familiarly known by his employees, resigned 
as president of Phillips Petroleum in 1937 and stepped down as chairman of the board in 1944.  
In 1950, while he was spending the summer with friends in Atlantic City, New Jersey, he was 
stricken with a gallbladder ailment and died 23 August, at age 76. 
 
Although we do not have a descendant of either Frank or L.E. in the Phillips DNA project, we 
would love to recruit one for testing.  Both Frank and L.E. had sons, so it should be possible to 
find a male descendant.  If you know anyone who qualifies, please contact us and we will take 
it from there. 
 
Sources: 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Phillips 
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/P/PH004.html 
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/P/PH007.html 
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/99999999/FAMOUSIOWANS/50630018/Phillips-
Brothers-L-E-Frank 
 

 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Phillips
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/P/PH004.html
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/P/PH007.html
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/99999999/FAMOUSIOWANS/50630018/Phillips-Brothers-L-E-Frank
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/99999999/FAMOUSIOWANS/50630018/Phillips-Brothers-L-E-Frank
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Guest Column 
 

WHICH ONLINE SOFTWARE TO USE? 
By Richard W. Eastman 

The following article is from Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter and is copyright by 
Richard W. Eastman. It is re-published here with the permission of the author. Information 
about the newsletter is available at http://www.eogn.com. 

I received the following message from a newsletter reader and decided to share the answer in 
the newsletter itself: 
 
My cousin has begun documenting our family tree, and I am going to help her document the 
data electronically, but we are confused as to which software to use. We both need to be able 
to access the software online and make changes and updates, so that is a deal breaker. We 
would also prefer software that allows us to link documents, PDFs, photos, etc. to individual 
family members in the tree. We took a look at ancestry.com, and my cousin even used it to do 
some of the research, but the monthly fee seems a little steep. Your article piqued our 
interest in other alternatives like onegreatfamily.com. Could you point us in the right 
direction? 
 
Great question! This is an issue that many people and societies are facing today as they work 
together in collaborative projects. In fact, there are at least a dozen products that will meet 
your needs, and probably more. However, some of those products will meet your needs better 
than will others. 
 
Since you specified that you wish to "access the software online and [for both of you] make 
changes and updates." That eliminates all the programs that install in your Windows, 
Macintosh, or Linux computers. You cannot use Reunion, Mac FamilyTree, The Master 
Genealogist, Family Tree Maker, Legacy Family Tree, RootsMagic, AncestralQuest, Gramps, 
Branches, or similar programs. Those are great programs for individual use in free-standing 
computers, but they were never designed to have two or more simultaneous users updating 
data in different locations. 
 
Luckily, there are a number of online alternatives. First, I would suggest you answer some 
questions: 

 How much control do you wish to have over the information stored? 

 How much control do you wish to have over the presentation of the information? 

 Do you wish to share the information with others? If so, do you want to share it 
with everyone or only with selected individuals where you control their access? 
Do those others get full read/write access or just read-only access? 

 
I suggest you first determine the answers to these questions. Those answers will help you 
decide which of the following products you wish to use. 

http://www.eogn.com/


 

Phillips DNA News Page 6 

 
I will divide the available services into three categories: 
 

1. Contribute to Someone Else's Database 
2. Own Your Own Database 
3. A Blended Approach: You Control a Database that Belongs to Someone Else 

 
The following is not a complete list of all available services. A complete list would fill several 
newsletters!  Instead, this is a list of the bigger and better-known services and products.  
 
1. Contribute to Someone Else's Database 
 
First, let's consider the big, online genealogy databases that accept genealogy records from 
users. I especially like:  
 
Ancestry.com: (Insert disclaimer here: Ancestry.com is a sponsor of this newsletter. However, 
I have used the online service for years before they became a sponsor, and I have always loved 
their service.) Ancestry.com is a great service for most of what you described. You can add 
photographs, scanned documents, and more to your Ancestry.com family tree. Details are 
available at http://www.ancestry.com/uploadEnhancements. On the downside, you are 
dependent on Ancestry.com to maintain your data, and you must accept the company's method 
of displaying your information.  
 
FamilySearch.org: This is the free online service operated by the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. It is a great service, has millions and millions of records, and, of course, free 
is always a good thing. However, contributing your data essentially means giving it away. Once 
published, everyone can see your information. That may or may not be a good thing, depending 
on your preferences. Changing your information on FamilySearch.org is possible, but is not 
done in "real time." Updates are made periodically; so, you might have to wait for some time, 
typically several months, for an update. Finally, there is no provision (yet) for you to upload 
your own pictures, scanned documents, or similar images. In short, FamilySearch.org is a great 
service, and I use it a lot for searching records. However, I don't think it is a good fit for the 
requirements you specified. 
 
OneGreatFamily.com: This online service was one of the first to provide a single shared 
database for all users. It is a great service if you and your cousin wish to work with several 
thousand more people, all contributing to the one database. Of course, this also means that 
you have less individual control yourself. OneGreatFamily.com will merge your data into that 
of others which, again, might or might not be a good thing. Everybody can see your data and 
collaborate with you to find out why you think your information is correct. 
OneGreatFamily.com does allow for the uploading of images or scanned documents. 
OneGreatFamily.com costs $59.95 per year. Details may be found 
at http://www.onegreatfamily.com 
 

http://www.ancestry.com/uploadEnhancements
http://www.onegreatfamily.com/
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WeRelate.org is a FREE wiki-based service that is quite different from the services already 
described. WeRelate is a public-service wiki for genealogy, sponsored by the Foundation for 
On-Line Genealogy in partnership with the Allen County Public Library. While sites such as 
Ancestry.com and FamilySearch.org focus on providing research tools and information to help 
individuals build their own family trees, WeRelate.org provides a web-based environment to 
support sharing and collaboration across multiple researchers and family trees, resulting in a 
single "tree" with one page per individual. Pictures and scanned documents are easy to add and 
are encouraged. The downside is that you do not control who has access to your information, 
which may or may not be important to you. Details may be found at http://www.WeRelate.org 
 
Geni.com is an excellent online database that encourages collaboration amongst users. Your 
information is added to the one huge database. Geni users from around the world work 
together to build a single, comprehensive family tree. Users can also build a private tree of 
their close relatives to connect to the shared public tree. The company encourages you to add 
pictures, scanned documents, and even videos. Geni's basic services are available free of 
charge, but most of the more valuable features do require payment. Pay services include 
enhanced research tools as well as keepsake products created from family tree data. You can 
learn more at 
http://www.geni.com 
 
MyHeritage.com also creates one shared database. All users contribute to that data. 
MyHeritage.com is actually a "hybrid" service in that it combines a free-standing program in 
your computer along with a huge shared online database. The easiest way to contribute data is 
to download Family Tree Builder, which is free genealogy software for putting together your 
family tree. You create your data on your computer and then upload it to the shared database 
by clicking on an icon. As such, it may not meet your needs for a single database that you and 
your cousin can work on together while researching. However, it does work well for thousands 
of others with different needs and objectives. You can learn more 
athttp://www.myheritage.com 
All of the above assume that you wish to contribute your information to databases owned and 
controlled by others. Now let's look at the products where YOU own the database,YOU control 
all access, and YOU control the presentation of the information. 
 
2. Own Your Own Database 
 
The following products are programs that install on a web server you control. In effect, you or 
someone you designate becomes the webmaster. As such, you control the flow information and 
also control who has access. You can keep it private or provide access to a group of people you 
specify or even open it up and make it public to everyone. You remain in control. 
 
There are two methods of creating and maintaining your own database: 
 

1. If you are technically competent and are familiar with installing software on 
Linux web servers, you can do everything yourself. 

http://www.werelate.org/
http://www.geni.com/
http://www.myheritage.com/
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2. Perhaps the more common method is to have someone else do all the technical 
“heavy lifting” for you. A number of web hosting services are very willing to 
install and configure all the software for you. Prices typically run from $5 to $10 
per month. If you elect to sign up for such a service, your own technical 
requirements are minimized. 

 
Once you have chosen one of the above two options for your web server, you need to choose a 
software program to contain and manage your genealogy data. The programs described below 
are the leading products for this purpose. 
 
The Next Generation of Genealogy Sitebuilding (usually referred to as "TNG") is a powerful 
method to managing and displaying your genealogy data on the Internet, all without generating 
a single page of static HTML. Instead, your information is stored in MySQL database tables and 
dynamically displayed in attractive fashion with PHP (a scripting language). TNG allows two, 
three, or dozens of people to work together, contributing information to a single database. 
Two or more people can even add information simultaneously. Users can add pictures, scanned 
documents, even videos. Google Maps can even be added to pages that describe your 
ancestors. You can also set "sensitive" data to be viewable only by some registered users or to 
have data viewable by everyone. Anyone (who possesses the appropriate passwords) can access 
TNG from most any Windows, Macintosh, or Linux computer as well as from many handheld 
“smartphones” and tablet computers. 
 
Pages and reports are generated dynamically, so your website is always up-to-date at any 
moment. It also means that data can be searched, making it easy to find the information you 
are looking for. You can see a long, long list of available features at  
http://lythgoes.net/genealogy/features.php 
 
If you do not wish to perform the installation, configuration, and maintenance yourself, you 
can find a list of companies that offer those services at 
http://lythgoes.net/genealogy/software.php (scroll to the bottom of the page to see the list 
of hosting services). 
 
In short, I suspect TNG will meet your needs well. TNG costs $29.99. You can find a long list of 
web sites that are built on TNG at http://lythgoes.net/genealogy/usersites.php. For more 
information, go to http://lythgoes.net/genealogy/software.php 
 
PhpGedView is a FREE, collaborative genealogy program that allows you to view and edit your 
genealogy online. PhpGedView has full editing capabilities and full privacy controls, and it also 
supports linking to multimedia files such as images and videos. Your latest genealogy 
information is always available online for others to see. You and your cousin can both enter 
data, even simultaneously. You can invite others to do the same. You also can invite others to 
read the data but limit their ability to write new data. You also have the option of making your 
data public, visible to everyone on the Web. All access remains under your control at all times. 
You can even set "sensitive" data to be viewable only by some registered users or to have data 

http://lythgoes.net/genealogy/features.php
http://lythgoes.net/genealogy/software.php
http://lythgoes.net/genealogy/usersites.php
http://lythgoes.net/genealogy/software.php
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viewable by everyone. 
 
Pages and reports are generated dynamically, so your website is always up-to-date at any 
moment. This also allows data to be searched, making it easy to find the information you are 
looking for. Anyone can access PhpGedView from most any Windows, Macintosh, or Linux 
computer as well as from many handheld “smartphones” and tablet computers. 
 
If you do not wish to perform the installation, configuration, and maintenance yourself, you 
can find a list of companies that offer those services at 
http://wiki.phpgedview.net/en/index.php?title=Web_hosting 
 
You can learn more about PhpGedView at http://www.phpgedview.net/ 
 
WebTrees is a FREE, collaborative genealogy program that allows you to view and edit your 
genealogy online. WebTrees is a fork, or “spin-off,” from PhpGedView, and its list of features 
is almost identical: 

 site level control - controlling who can view or register on the site, from anyone 
down to no-one 

 the family tree level control. Each tree you have can be configured differently 
 user level control. You can vary what each registered user can see; whether they 

can edit data or not; and if you want them to be able to change configurations 
themselves 

 individual record level control. You can configure webtrees to show only 
deceased person's data; or everyone; or hide specific individuals; even people 
who died recently; and much more... 

 "fact" level control. This allows you to hide more sensitive facts (such as Social 
Security Numbers) from everyone except yourself, or any level of access you 
choose. 

 Many combinations of the above 
 
Anyone can access WebTrees from most any Windows, Macintosh, or Linux computer as well as 
from many handheld “smartphones” and tablet computers. More information about WebTrees 
may be found athttp://www.webtrees.net/ 
 
3. A Blended Approach: You Control a Database that Belongs to Someone Else 
 
One product stands out from the others because of its simplicity in creating and using an online 
database. It allows you to “have your cake and eat it, too.” That is, it provides heavy-duty 
access control, personalization, and other advanced features. Yet there is no web hosting 
service to pay monthly and no software to install. In addition, very little technical expertise is 
required to get up and running. 
 
FamilyTreeExplorer is a free service provided by findmypast.com. It is a complete software 
and database package that is under your control. Rather than sharing one huge database 

http://wiki.phpgedview.net/en/index.php?title=Web_hosting
http://www.phpgedview.net/
http://www.webtrees.net/
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amongst all customers, FamilyTreeExplorer gives each customer his or her own, personal 
database. In use, FamilyTreeExplorer operates in much the same manner as most other 
genealogy programs of the past twenty years or more. The primary difference is that data and 
software are stored on a remote server someplace on the Internet, not on the user's local hard 
drive. The end user may grant read-only access or even read/write access to others, if desired. 
However, all data remains under the control of the person who first became a 
FamilyTreeExplorer customer and created the initial account. The features listed on the web 
site are as follows: 
 
With Family Tree Explorer you can: 

 Create 2 separate family trees 
 Add photos, images and scans of your records, photos and certificates 
 Store 5,000 individuals per family tree 
 See full ancestry, descendant and full family views 
 Instantly receive enhancements as they happen – never pay for upgrades 
 Enjoy fully Windows, Mac OSX and Linux compatibility 
 Save your family tree on our secure servers. 
 Receive 200 mb media storage for scanned documents, certificates, photos, film 

and audio clips to be added to your family tree 
 Access your latest research from any computer with an internet connection 

 
If you plan to include a lot of film clips with your genealogy data, you may want to check the 
limitation of 200 megabytes for media storage.  
 
Anyone can access FamilyTreeExplorer from most any Windows, Macintosh, or Linux computer 
as well as from many handheld “smartphones” and tablet computers. 
 
You can find more information about FamilyTreeExplorer at 
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/cms/fte/ 
 
Regardless of which product you select, today's technology allows you to work collaboratively 
with one, two, a dozen, or thousands of other genealogists. With some of the products, access 
to your data is tightly controlled in whatever manner you wish. Any of the above products will 
allow you to capture and share genealogy information with your relatives. The amount of 
technical skill required is minimal if you let someone else perform the hosting. Check the 
online details of the products that meet your needs and give one a try. 
 

http://www.findmypast.co.uk/cms/fte/

